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Art Unit: 2614 

Double Patenting 

1 . The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims 
are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct 
from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated 
by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 
F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 
1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 
F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d) 
may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory 
double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to 
be commonly owned with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of 
activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement. 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 

2. Claims 1-41 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-41 of U.S. Patent No.6,678,362. 
Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from 
each other because, for example claim 1 6, of the current application is an obvious 
variation of claim 1 of 6,678,362. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 8-13, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tang et al. (US 2003/0012353 A1 , filed 7-9-2001 , hereinafter Tung) in view of Kubota 
(JP2000-278628). 

Regarding claim 8, Tang discloses a system for managing telephonic 
communications comprising: an electronic device (138, fig. 1) configured to 
communicate with a television programming source (166, fig. 1 ) and a telephone 
network (124, fig. 1), a television (156, fig. 1) coupled to the electronic device for 
displaying television programming from the television programming source, a telephone 
(130, fig. 1 ) coupled to the electronic device for receiving telephone calls from the 
telephone network (paragraphs: 0018-0019). 

Tang differs from claims 8-13 in that he does not explicitly teach the following: 
electronic device including a TV mute manager for controlling a television mute mode 
that may be activated to mute the audio programming on the television when receiving 
the telephone calls, detecting an incoming call of the telephone calls from the telephone 
network, the phone manager then notifying the TV mute manager that incoming call has 
been detected, mute manager mutes audio programming on the television after the 
phone manager notifies the TV mute manger that the incoming call has been detected, 
mute manager generates and transmits an audio mute signal to the television in order to 
mute the audio programming, electronic device instructs the telephone to ring after 
audio programming has been muted so that a system user is notified about the 
incoming call. 
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However, Kubota discloses receiver which teaches the following: electronic 
device including a TV mute manager for controlling a television mute mode that may be 
activated to mute the audio programming on the television when receiving the telephone 
calls, detecting an incoming call of the telephone calls from the telephone network, the 
phone manager (reads on 2, drawing 1 ) then notifying the TV mute manager (reads on 
4, Drawing 1 ) that incoming call has been detected, mute manager mutes audio 
programming on the television after the phone manager notifies the TV mute manger 
that the incoming call has been detected, mute manager generates and transmits an 
audio mute signal to the television in order to mute the audio programming, electronic 
device instructs the telephone to ring after audio programming has been muted so that 
a system user is notified about the incoming call (paragraphs: 0008, 0020-22, 0027). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Tang's system to provide for the following: electronic 
device including a TV mute manager for controlling a television mute mode that may be 
activated to mute the audio programming on the television when receiving the telephone 
calls, detecting an incoming call of the telephone calls from the telephone network, the 
phone manager (reads on 2, drawing 1 ) then notifying the TV mute manager (reads on 
4, Drawing 1) that incoming call has been detected, mute manager mutes audio 
programming on the television after the phone manager notifies the TV mute manger 
that the incoming call has been detected, mute manager generates and transmits an 
audio mute signal to the television in order to mute the audio programming, electronic 
device instructs the telephone to ring after audio programming has been muted so that 
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a system user is notified about the incoming call as this arrangement would facilitate the 
reception of calls during watching television program without television audio sound 
interfering with the reception and handling of telephone call as taught by Kubota. 

Regarding claim 9, Tang teaches the following: electronic device is implemented 
as a set top box (138, fig. 1). 

5. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tung in 
view of Kubota as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of Davis et al. (US 
2001/0036254A, hereinafter Davis). 

The combination differs from claim 14 in that it does not teach the following: user 
utilizes the electronic device as an answering machine to record an incoming call in 
order to listen to incoming call at a later time. 

However, Davis teaches the following: user utilizes the electronic device as an 
answering machine to record an incoming call in order to listen to incoming call at a 
later time (abstract). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: user utilizes 
the electronic device as an answering machine to record an incoming call in order to 
listen to incoming call at a later time as this arrangement would facilitate receiving 
telephone calls when user is unable to answer the telephone calls and still obtain 
necessary information from telephone caller messages so that user can keep up with 
the telephone calls as is well known in the art. 
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6. Claim 1 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Tung in 
view of Kubota as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of Friedel et al. (US 
PAT: 6,128,033, hereinafter Friedel). 

The combination differs from claim 15 in that he does not teach the following: 
user utilizes the electronic device as a hands free telephone device to answer an 
incoming call by utilizing a phone manager, speakers of the television, and microphone 
device coupled to the electronic device. 

However, Friedel discloses audio visual communication terminal which teaches 
the following: user utilizes the electronic device (16, figs. 2-3) as a hands free telephone 
device to answer an incoming call by utilizing a phone manager, speakers of the 
television (20, fig. 2), and microphone device (26, fig. 3) coupled to the electronic device 
(16, figs. 2-3, col. 4 lines 15-40; col. 5 lines 46-65). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: user utilizes 
the electronic device as a hands free telephone device to answer an incoming call by 
utilizing a phone manager, speakers of the television, and microphone device coupled 
to the electronic device as this arrangement would provide one of the methods, among 
many possible methods, for handling audio information in connection with voice 
communication as taught by Friedel. 

7. Claims 16-22, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tang in view of Ferry (US PAT: 6,052,444). 
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Regarding claim 16, Tang discloses a system for managing telephonic 
communications, comprising: an electronic device (138, fig. 1) configured to 
communicate with a television programming source (166, fig. 1) and a telephone 
network (170, fig. 1) a television (156, fig. 1) coupled to the electronic device for 
displaying television programming from the television programming source, a telephone 
(130, fig. 1 ) coupled to the electronic device for receiving telephone calls from the 
telephone network, the electronic device including a caller ID manager (this function is 
carried out by CPU 146, fig. 1) that controls caller ID mode (paragraphs: 0018-0019). 

Tang differs from claim 16 in that he does not specifically teach activating caller 
ID feature. 

However, Ferry discloses telecommunication information display system which 
teaches the following: caller ID on/off switch (62, fig. 4) to control caller ID feature (col. 
15 lines 16-24). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Tang's system to provide for the following: activating 
caller ID feature as this arrangement would facilitate user control of caller ID feature to 
serve his needs. 

Regarding claims 17-22, Tang further teaches the following: electronic device is 
implemented as a set top device (138, fig. 1), phone manager (this function carried out 
in CPU 146, fig. 1) of electronic device detects an incoming call of the telephone calls 
from the telephone network, the phone manager then notifying the caller ID manager 
(this function carried out in CPU 146, fig. 1) that incoming call has been detected, caller 
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ID manager displays in appropriate one of the caller identification on a portion of a 
screen in (156, fig. 1) of the television (156, fig. 1) after the phone manager notifies the 
caller ID manager that incoming call has been detected, caller identification includes 
one of a caller name, a caller telephone number, and an incoming call icon, phone 
manager of the electronic device instructs the telephone to ring after the caller ID has 
been displayed on the television screen so that a system user may screen the incoming 
call, caller ID manager displays the caller identification on a display on the electronic 
device after the pahone manager of the electronic device instructs the telephone to ring 
(paragraphs: 0017-0020). 

8. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tang in 
view of Ferry as applied to claim 15 above, and further in view of Friedel. 

The combination differs from claim 23 in that it does not teach the following: user 
utilizes the electronic device as a hands free telephone device to answer an incoming 
call by utilizing a phone manager, speakers of the television, and microphone device 
coupled to the electronic device. 

However, Friedel discloses audio visual communication terminal which teaches 
the following: user utilizes the electronic device (16, figs. 2-3) as a hands free telephone 
device to answer an incoming call by utilizing a phone manager, speakers of the 
television (20, fig. 2), and microphone device (26, fig. 3) coupled to the electronic device 
(16, figs. 2-3, col. 4 lines 15-40; col. 5 lines 46-65). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: user utilizes 
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the electronic device as a hands free telephone device to answer an incoming call by 
utilizing a phone manager, speakers of the television, and microphone device coupled 
to the electronic device as this arrangement would provide one of the methods, among 
many possible methods, for handling audio information in connection with voice 
communication as taught by Friedel. 

9. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tang in 
view of Ferry as applied to claim 16 above, and further in view of Grundvig et al. (US 
PAT: 6,061 ,435, hereinafter Grundvig). 

The combination differs from claim 24 in that it does not teach the following: 
system utilizes call ID mode at the same time as utilizing TV mute mode. 

However, Grundvig discloses cordless telephone system having a handset with 
non-telephone functionality which teaches the following: system utilizes call ID mode at 
the same time as utilizing TV mute mode (col. 6 lines 5-21). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: system 
utilizes call ID mode at the same time as utilizing TV mute mode as this arrangement 
would facilitate the user to handle the incoming call properly when he is watching the 
television as taught by Grundvig. 

1 0. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tang in 
view of Ferry as applied to claim 16 above, and further in view of Davis. 
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The combination differs from claim 25 in that it does not teach the following: user 
utilizes the electronic device as an answering machine to record an incoming call in 
order to listen to incoming call at a later time. 

However, Davis teaches the following: user utilizes the electronic device as 
answering machine to record an incoming call in order to listen to incoming call at a 
later time (abstract). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: user utilizes 
the electronic device as an answering machine to record an incoming call in order to 
listen to incoming call at a later time as this arrangement would facilitate receiving 
telephone calls when user is unable to answer the telephone calls and still obtain 
necessary information from telephone caller messages so that user can keep up with 
the telephone calls as is well known in the art. 

1 1 . Claims 26-27, 28, 30-31 , 33-35, 38, 40-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) 
as being unpatentable over Tang in view of Magai (JP05-1 75769) and Suzuki 
(JP402202278A). 

Regarding claim 26, Tang discloses a method for managing telephonic 
communications, comprising the steps: communicating with a television programming 
source through (166, fig. 1) and a telephone network by utilizing an electronic device 
(138, fig. 1), displaying television programming from the television programming source 
on a television (156, fig. 1) that is coupled to the electronic device, receiving telephone 
calls from the telephone network with a telephone (130, fig. 1 ) coupled to the electronic 
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device, the electronic device further including a caller ID manager (this function is 
provided by CPU 146, fig. 1) that controls a caller ID mode (paragraphs: 0017-0019). 

Tang differs from claim 26 in that he does not teach the following: electronic 
device with a TV mute manager for controlling a television mute mode, and phone mute 
manager that controls a telephone mute mode. 

However, Magai discloses electronic device which teaches the following: 
electronic device with a TV mute manager for controlling a television mute mode 
(abstract; Drawing 1 ; paragraph: 0004); and Suzuki discloses display telephone set for 
telephone incoming message to external monitoring television which teaches the 
following: phone mute manager that controls a telephone mute mode (fig. 1 , see 
abstract). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Tang's system to provide for the following: electronic 
device with a TV mute manager for controlling a television mute mode as this 
arrangement would facilitate to receive incoming telephone calls while watching the 
television program without causing the television sound volume interfering with 
telephone conversation as taught by Magai; and phone mute manager that controls a 
telephone mute mode as this arrangement would prevent inadvertent ringing tones 
which might impair feelings of subscribers as taught by Suzuki. 

Tang differs from claims 28, 31 in that he does not teach the following: TV mute 
manager controls a television mute mode that may be activated to mute audio 
programming on television when receiving the telephone calls, TV mute manager mutes 
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the audio programming on the television after the phone manager notifies the TV mute 
manager that the incoming call has been detected. 

However, Magai teaches the following: TV mute manager controls a television 
mute mode that may be activated to mute audio programming on television when 
receiving the telephone calls, TV mute manager mutes the audio programming on the 
television after the phone manager notifies the TV mute manager that the incoming call 
has been detected (abstract; Drawing 1; paragraph: 0004). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the Tang's system to provide for the following: TV mute 
manager controls a television mute mode that may be activated to mute audio 
programming on television when receiving the telephone calls, TV mute manager mutes 
the audio programming on the television after the phone manager notifies the TV mute 
manager that the incoming call has been detected as this arrangement would facilitate 
to receive incoming telephone calls while watching the television program without 
causing the television sound volume interfering with telephone conversation as taught 
by Magai. 

Tang differs from claims 30 and 38 in that he does not teach the following: 
phone mute manager controls telephone mute mode that may be activated to mute 
telephone ringing when receiving the telephone calls, phone manager notifies the phone 
mute manager that an incoming call has been detected, the phone mute manager 
responsively muting the telephone ringing function of the telephone so that audio 
programming from the television is not interrupted by the incoming call. 
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However, Suzuki teaches the following: phone mute manager (reads on control 
circuit 4, fig. 1 ) controls telephone mute mode that may be activated to mute telephone 
ringing when receiving the telephone calls, phone manager (reads on reception control 
part 2, fig. 1) notifies the phone mute manager that an incoming call has been detected, 
the phone mute manager responsively muting the telephone ringing function of the 
telephone so that audio programming from the television is not interrupted by the 
incoming call (see abstract). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the Tang's system to provide for the following: phone 
mute manager controls telephone mute mode that may be activated to mute telephone 
ringing when receiving the telephone calls, phone mute manager notifies the phone 
mute manager that an incoming call has been detected, the phone mute manager 
responsively muting the telephone ringing function of the telephone so that audio 
programming from the television is not interrupted by the incoming call as this 
arrangement would prevent inadvertent ringing tones which might impair feelings of 
subscribers as taught by Suzuki. 

Regarding claims 27, 33, 34-35, Tang teaches the following: electronic device is 
implemented as a set top device (138, fig. 1 ), electronic device detects an incoming call 
of the telephone calls from the telephone network (124, fig. 1), the phone manager (this 
function is provided by CPU 146, fig. 1) notifying the caller ID manager (this function is 
provided by CPU 146, fig. 1) that the incoming call has been detected, caller ID 
manager displays an appropriate one of the caller identifications in a portion of a screen 
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of the television (1 56, fig. 1 ) after the phone manager notifies the caller ID manager 
that the incoming call has been detected, phone manager of the electronic device 
instructs the telephone to ring after the caller ID has been displayed on the television so 
that user system user may screen the incoming call (paragraphs: 17-19). 
Claims 40 and 41 are rejected on the same basis as claim 26. 

12. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tang in 
view of Magai as applied to claim 26 above, and further in view of Ferry. 

The combination duffers from claim 29 in that it does not specifically teach the 
following: activating caller ID mode when receiving the telephone calls. 

However, Ferry discloses telecommunication information display system which 
teaches the following: caller ID on/off switch (62, fig. 4) to control caller ID feature (col. 
15 lines 16-24). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: activating 
caller ID feature as this arrangement would facilitate user control of caller ID feature to 
serve his needs. 

13. Claims 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tang in 
view of Magai as applied to claim 26 above, and further in view of Friedel. 

The combination differs from claim 36 in that it does not teach the following: user 
utilizes the electronic device as a hands free telephone device to answer an incoming 
call by utilizing a phone manager, speakers of the television, and microphone device 
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coupled to the electronic device, electronic device as an answering machine to record 
the incoming call in order to listen to an incoming call at a latter time. 

However, Friedel discloses audio visual communication terminal which teaches 
the following: user utilizes the electronic device (16, figs. 2-3) as a hands free telephone 
device to answer an incoming call by utilizing a phone manager, speakers of the 
television (20, fig. 2), and microphone device (26, fig. 3) coupled to the electronic device 
(16, figs. 2-3, col. 4 lines 15-40; col. 5 lines 46-65). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: user utilizes 
the electronic device as a hands free telephone device to answer an incoming call by 
utilizing a phone manager, speakers of the television, and microphone device coupled 
to the electronic device as this arrangement would provide one of the methods, among 
many possible methods, for handling audio information in connection with voice 
communication as taught by Friedel. 

14. Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over as 
applied to claim 27 above, and further in view of Davis. 

The combination differs from claim 30 in that it does not teach the following: 
electronic device as an answering machine to record the incoming call in order to listen 
to an incoming call at a latter time. 

However, Davis teaches the following: user utilizes the electronic device as 
answering machine to record an incoming call in order to listen to incoming call at a 
later time (abstract). 
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Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: user utilizes 
the electronic device as an answering machine to record an incoming call in order to 
listen to incoming call at a later time as this arrangement would facilitate receiving 
telephone calls when user is unable to answer the telephone calls and still obtain 
necessary information from telephone caller messages so that user can keep up with 
the telephone calls as is well known in the art. 

1 5. Claim 37 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Tang in 
view of Magai as applied to claim 26 above, and further in view of Grundvig. 

The combination differs from claim 37 in that it does not teach the following: 
electronic device utilizes call ID mode at the same time as utilizing TV mute mode. 

However, Grundvig discloses cordless telephone system having a handset with 
non-telephone functionality which teaches the following: electronic device utilizes call 
ID mode at the same time as utilizing TV mute mode (col. 6 lines 5-21). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: electronic 
device utilizes call ID mode at the same time as utilizing TV mute mode as this 
arrangement would facilitate the user to handle the incoming call properly when he is 
watching the television as taught by Grundvig. 

16. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tang 
in view of Suzuki. 
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Regarding claim 1 , Tang discloses a system for managing telephone 
communications, comprising: an electronic device (138, fig. 1) configured to 
communicate with a television programming source (166, fig. 1) and a telephone 
network (1 24, fig. 1 ), a television (1 56) coupled to the electronic device for displaying 
the television programming source, a telephone coupled to the electronic device for 
receiving telephone calls from the telephone network (paragraphs: 0017-0019). 

Tang differs from claims 1 and 3-4 in that he does not specifically teach the 
following: phone mute manager that controls telephone mute mode that may be 
activated to mute telephone ringing when receiving incoming calls, phone manager 
notifies the phone mute manager that an incoming call has been detected, the phone 
mute manager responsively muting a telephone ringing function of the telephone so that 
the audio programming from the television is not interrupted by the incoming call, phone 
mute manager generates and transmits a ring mute signal to the telephone when the 
phone manager notifies the phone mute manager that the incoming call has been 
detected. 

However, Suzuki teaches the following: phone mute manager (reads on control 
circuit 4, fig. 1 ) that controls telephone mute mode that may be activated to mute 
telephone ringing when receiving incoming calls, phone manager (reads on reception 
control part 2, fig. 1) notifies the phone mute manager that an incoming call has been 
detected, the phone mute manager responsively muting a telephone ringing function of 
the telephone so that the audio programming from the television is not interrupted by 
the incoming call, phone mute manager generates and transmits a ring mute signal to 
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the telephone when the phone manager notifies the phone mute manager that the 
incoming call has been detected (fig. 1, see abstract).. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Tang's system to provide for the following: phone mute 
manager that controls telephone mute mode that may be activated to mute telephone 
ringing when receiving incoming calls, phone manager notifies the phone mute manager 
that an incoming call has been detected, the phone mute manager responsively muting 
a telephone ringing function of the telephone so that the audio programming from the 
television is not interrupted by the incoming call, phone mute manager generates and 
transmits a ring mute signal to the telephone when the phone manager notifies the 
phone mute manager that the incoming call has been detected as this arrangement 
would prevent inadvertent ringing tones which might impair feelings of subscribers as 
taught by Suzuki. 

Regarding claim 2, Tang teaches the following: electronic device is implemented 
as set top device (1 38, fig. 1 ). 

1 7. Claims 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tang 
in view of Suzuki as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Friedel. 

The combination differs from claim 5 in that it does not teach the following: user 
utilizes the electronic device as a hands free telephone device to answer an incoming 
call by utilizing a phone manager, speakers of the television, and microphone device 
coupled to the electronic device, electronic device as an answering machine to record 
the incoming call in order to listen to an incoming call at a latter time. 
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However, Friedel discloses audio visual communication terminal which teaches 
the following: user utilizes the electronic device (16, figs. 2-3) as a hands free telephone 
device to answer an incoming call by utilizing a phone manager, speakers of the 
television (20, fig. 2), and microphone device (26, fig. 3) coupled to the electronic device 
(16, figs. 2-3, col. 4 lines 15-40; col. 5 lines 46-65). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: user utilizes 
the electronic device as a hands free telephone device to answer an incoming call by 
utilizing a phone manager, speakers of the television, and microphone device coupled 
to the electronic device as this arrangement would provide one of the methods, among 
many possible methods, for handling audio information in connection with voice 
communication as taught by Friedel. 

18. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tang in 
view of Suzuki as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Davis. 

The combination differs from claim 6 in that it does not teach the following: user 
utilizes the electronic device as an answering machine to record an incoming call in 
order to listen to incoming call at a later time. 

However, Davis teaches the following: user utilizes the electronic device as 
answering machine to record an incoming call in order to listen to incoming call at a 
later time (abstract). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: user utilizes 
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the electronic device as an answering machine to record an incoming call in order to 
listen to incoming call at a later time as this arrangement would facilitate receiving 
telephone calls when user is unable to answer the telephone calls and still obtain 
necessary information from telephone caller messages so that user can keep up with 
the telephone calls as is well known in the art. 

1 9. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Tang in 
view of Suzuki as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Grundvig. 

The combination differs from claim 1 in that it does not teach the following: 
electronic device utilizes call ID mode at the same time as utilizing TV mute mode. 

However, Grundvig discloses cordless telephone system having a handset with 
non-telephone functionality which teaches the following: electronic device utilizes call 
ID mode at the same time as utilizing TV mute mode (col. 6 lines 5-21 ). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: electronic 
device utilizes call ID mode at the same time as utilizing TV mute mode as this 
arrangement would facilitate the user to handle the incoming call properly when he is 
watching the television as taught by Grundvig. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melur Ramakrishnaiah whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8098. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 Hr schedule. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curt Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information > 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. I 
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